Filipino Nurses Doing
Domestic Work in Canada:
A STALLED DEVELOPMENT

Filipino NursesDoing Domestic Work in Canada: A Stalled Devel opment isahistoric and important
community-based initiativethat exposesthe startling experiences of Filipino nursesin Canada

It wasinitiated in October 1998 by the Philippine Women Centre of BC. (PWC), and funded by the Status
of Women Canada. Throughthe PWC, the Filipino Nurses Support Group (FNSG) conducted the study
using aparticipatory action research model. The storiesand experiencesof 26 Filipino nurseswho areor
weredoing domestic work in Canadawere gathered.

Theresearch exploresthe urgent questions of how and why thefull individual and collective devel opment

of thesewomen—who achieved professional statusand skillsinthe Philippines—isbeingforcibly staledin
Canada, asthey arerelegated to household work under exploitative conditions. Theimageof Third World
women doing domestic work, while other Canadian women are*”liberated” from household work, posesa
seriouschallengeto the question of the overall advancement of women’sequdity in Canada. Aswdll, inthe
midst of acritica nationwide nursing shortage, margindized Third World mi-grantsand immigrantsare
systemicaly prevented from using their skillsand education to their full valueand potential, despite possess-
ing therequisitetraining, knowledge and skills. The 300 membersand contacts of FNSG herein BC arenot
being va ued asan important part of dleviating the nursing shortage, improving thequality of hedth care, and
countering theincreasing privatization of health herein Canada.

The study documentsthe systemic and ingtitutiona barriersto Filipino nursesseeking to practicetheir
professionintheareasof immigration, |abour, accreditation, health care, equdity rights, and humanrights. In
particular, it examinestheimpact of the Live-in Caregiver Program and thelengthy, costly and irrelevant
barriersto accreditation.

Aspart of the project, recommendations, resol utionsand proposed policy changeswere devel oped and
presented to the Canadian and Philippine governmentsand key ingtitutionsin British Columbia. Ultimately, it
ishoped theserecommendationswill result iningtitutiona and policy changesthat will end themargindization
of Filipino and other foreign-trained nursesdoing domestic work.

Thestoriesof Filipino nursesinthisreport areaconcretetestimony to their strength and resilience. By
coming forward to sharetheir experiences, they have all hel ped us deegpen our understanding of asector of
theFilipino people, apeoplewho havehistorically migrated in search of better opportunitiesabroad. By
opening up their dreamsand aspirations, they havea so begun theimportant process of collectively working
for change.

A Stalled Development is available for $15 from the Filipino Nurses Support Group. Send a cheque
or money order with your name and address to: Filipino Nurses Support Group, 451 Powell Street,

Vancouver, BC, Canada, V6A 1G7.






